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of the responsibility of leading the Congress and
left him free to preach and demonstrate the value
of * ahimsa' to the world. After prolonged con-
fabulations lasting for more than a week, during
which Mr. Rajagopalachari played a prominent
part, the Congress High Command came out with
a proposal for the formation of a 'national govern-
ment ' responsible to the elected elements of the
Central Legislature as it was at pr'esent constituted. -
If the British Government agreed to the establish-
ment of such a Government they said that the~
Congress would then be prepared to shoulder the
responsibility of running the administration and
to participate in the war effort and the organiza-
tion of defence. Tempting offers were held out
by Congress leaders to the British Government^
Once the Congress demand was conceded the
Congress would procure millions of recruits for
the army and place all the available resources
of the country at the disposal of the British
Government to help them win the war: Let us
analyse the implications of the Congress proposal.
* National Cabinet* and * national government*
became fashionable terms with many people in-
India who take a superficial view of things, follow-
ing the example of European countries which
replace * party cabinets * with * national cabinets *
embracing all parties* under the stress of war
conditions. But was such a cabii*et possible undaf